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August 21, 2018 
 
 
Dear Friends, 
 
I am very excited to announce that Michael Oatman, an artist and Rensselaer 
Polytechnic Institute (RPI) professor, will be honored for his contribution to arts 
in our community at this year’s Work of Art cocktail party and art auction on 
Wednesday, November 7th, from 5:30 to 8:00PM. Guests will enjoy fine fare by 
Mazzone Catering and live music while exploring the galleries. The silent auction 
will feature works by contemporary artists, continuing the Institute's support of 
our area’s vibrant community of regional artists. Proceeds from the auction are 
shared between the Albany Institute and the artists, encouraging generations of 
art creators to thrive. 
 
Please consider joining the Honorary Committee for the 7th annual Work of Art 
event, to support the museum and celebrate Michael Oatman and the arts scene 
in the Capital Region. As an Honorary Committee member you will be listed in the 
invitation and program and receive a ticket to the event.  
 
Michael Oatman calls his practice “the poetic interpretation of documents”, 
working with videos, and large scale collages. He joined the faculty of the School 
of Architecture at RPI in 1999, and previously taught at Phillips Academy, Harvard 
University, University at Albany and others. While at the School of Architecture at 
RPI, Oatman has been actively involved in the PIP (Production, Installation, 
Performance) Studio, as well as many popular courses and programs. 
 
Thank you for helping to make this event a success by joining the Honorary 
Committee. Please respond by returning the enclosed form before September 13th 
to be included on the invitation. We look forward to seeing you at this year’s Work 
of Art event. 
  
All the best, 
 

 
 
Tammis Groft 
Executive Director 

CHAIRMAN EMERITUS 
George R. Hearst III 
 

OFFICERS: 
F. Michael Tucker, Chair 
Bart Trudeau, Vice Chair, Facilities Chair 
I David Swawite, Vice Chair  
Darryl Teal, Treasurer, Finance Chair 
Jean Lewis Maloy, Secretary 
 
TRUSTEES: 
Deborah Groesbeck Bennett 
Susan Blabey 
Edward A. Bogdan, III 
Linda Jackson-Chalmers 
Douglas L. Cohn, DVM 
Sarah Elmendorf DiStefano, MD,  
  Governance Chair 
Barbara Featherstonhaugh,  
   Collections Chair 
Kim Fine 
Alan P. Goldberg 
Denise Gorman 
William M. Harris,  
   Development Chair 
Barbara K. Hoehn 
Charles M. Liddle III 
Meaghan Murphy 
Tim Nowak 
Susan O’Connor 
John Puig 
Sara M. Regan 
Rosemarie V. Rosen 
Doug Rutnik 
William F. Ryan, Jr 
Jan Smith, Audit Chair 
Thomas Suraci 
Peter Trimarchi 
Sabrina M. Ty 
Andrew Webb 
 
ASSOCIATES: 
Phoebe Powell Bender 
Prentiss Carnell 
Karen Hartgen Fisher 
Michael M. Hayes 
Nancy L. Hodes 
Edward Jennings 
Robert J. Krackeler 
Louise F. Marwill 
Victor Oberting III 
Marie D. Shore  
Elizabeth A. Sonneborn 
Candace K. Weir 
Judy White 
Morgan White Whalen 
 
EX-OFFICIO: 
The Honorable Kathy Sheehan 
 
EXECUTIVE DIRECTOR: 
Tammis K. Groft   

 


